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Some young people joining gangs had strong, supportive family relationships but 
senior gang members dealt with this by deliberately isolating them from their 
families:

They get them to completely ruin their relationships with their family... they’re 
sometimes quite solid families that these young people are picked up from but 
they fracture, they fracture the family relationship so they completely identify 
with being a street level gang member rather than a son, a daughter, a 
schoolchild, a potential footballer, potential musician. 

It’s just I’m a street kid, I deal drugs, I get my money, I do what I need to do and 
that’s me. That’s the mindset that they get them in.

Grooming and Relationships 
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